January 2012

Message from Eric

Theme for the montiv ‘God’'s Suvwise

This title is taken from Luke 2:78 (MSG), ‘God’s sunrise will break in
upon us shining on those in the darkness, those sitting in the
shadow of death.’

We tend to focus on Christmas as the Main Event of this season. It is
foundational because it is our celebration of the moment when God
himself became human; the biggest miracle ever. Yet sunrise ushers
in the dawn of a new day. The Christmas story does not finish with
the events we celebrate on 25th December. It goes on...

This month we will be looking at what happens to the characters
after the events we’ve been celebrating at Christmas - asking
ourselves what are the implications of the Sunrise of God breaking in
upon us, for our lives, and for our life together as a church family.

Happy New Year everyone/!
Your friend and brother

Eric




Welcome
Informatiow for visitors

We hope that you enjoy worshipping with us.
If this is your first visit, please fill in one of our Welcome Cards and hand
it to a member of the Welcome Team or one of the Stewards.

Notice to Parents or Guardians of Children (0-14yrs)

Please ensure that you accompany your children whilst on Church premises. Children
remain the responsibility of their guardians at all times. No team member can be
responsible for your child before or after planned activity groups. Whilst we do our best to
ensure the safety of children, the church door is open to everyone and therefore also to
many potential risks.

If You Would Like Prayer

If you would like someone to talk or pray with you at the end of any service, please come
to the Chancel area at the front and speak to someone with a RED Ministry Team badge.
For your own protection, we advise that you only receive prayer ministry from Ministry
Team members (all of whom will be wearing badges).

Accidents or First Aid

If you have an accident or need first aid, please initially ask for help from a steward or
churchwarden.

Please Consider Other People

Please mute or turn off your mobile phone during the service and put used plastic cups

and any other litter in the bins provided. Please also remember to be considerate to our
neighbours when you are parking your car and avoid the red zone areas. Thank you.
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Sunday Services Jaonuary 2012
Theme: God’s Sunwise

1t Jaonmawy - 2nd of Chwistmos
10:00am Communion
God’s Sunrise Speaker: Eric Delve

8thvJanuary - 1st of Epipharyy

First 9:00am Morning Prayer
Surprise on the Speaker: Debra Green
Night-Shift

Second 10:30am Celebration
Surprise on the Speaker: Debra Green
Night-Shift

Evening 6:30pm Communion
| Can Die Happy! Speaker: Debra Green

15th January - 2nd of Epiphary
First 9:00am Communion

Looking Forward  Speaker: Eric Delve
Second 10:30am Kidz-in

Looking Forward Speaker: TBA
Evening 6:30pm Celebration

Star of Wonder Speaker: Eric Delve

22nds Januawy - 3rd of Epiphary

First 9:00am Morning Prayer
Run for your Life! Speaker: Andrew Goy
Second 10:30am Communion
Run for your Life! Speaker: Eric Delve
Evening 6:30pm  Celebration
Angels & Dreams  Speaker: Eric Delve

29th Jarnwawy - 4thv of Epipharvy

First 9:00am Communion

My Father’s House Speaker: Eric Delve
Second 10:30am Celebration
My Father’s House Speaker: Andrew Goy

Evening 6:30pm River / Healing Rooms

Healing in the Speaker: Helen Gallagher
River

Isaiah 9: v1-7
Luke 1: 67-80

Hebrews 1: v1-7
Luke 2: v8-20

Hebrews 1: v1-7
Luke 2: v8-20

Isaiah 42 v1-7
Luke 2: v21-35

Philippians 3: v12-14
Luke 2: v36-40
Philippians 3: v12-14
Luke 2: v36-40
Numbers 24: v15-19
Matthew 2: v1-12

Jeremiah 31:v10-17
Matthew 2: v13-18
Jeremiah 31:v10-17
Matthew 2: v13-18
Genesis 28: v10-22
Matthew 2: v19-23

1 Chronicles 17: v16-19
v23-27
Luke 2: v41-52

1 Chronicles 17: v16-19
v23-27
Luke 2: v41-52

Rev 22: v1-5
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Diawry and Eventy: 15 - 7th January

Cleaning rota - week 1

Sunday 1st 10:00am Communion

Monday 2nd Bank Holiday

Tuesday 3rd Prayer room available to book
Evening Lifegroups

Wednesday 4th
Evening Lifegroups

Friday 6th CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

Sunday 1st January - Don’t forget that we have just one service at 10:00am today. Normal
service times will resume next Sunday.

The 6 Course will be starting again soon. Please be thinking and praying about who you
could give an invite to.....

Prayer focus this week - Church Army Africa

Pray for Richard Mayabi and all the staff and volunteers working for Church Army Africa in
Nairobi and others working throughout Africa. Thank God for a successful year at Church
Army Carlile College and Academy, and pray for the staff and students as they face a new
challenging year. Thank God for the ongoing construction of a much needed health centre
within the Carlile college site. Their aim is to provide basic healthcare provision to the

staff and students at the college and to the local community.
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Diowy and Eventy: 8th - 14th January

Cleaning rota - week 2

Sunday 8th 9:00am Morning Prayer with visiting speaker - Debra Green
10:30am Celebration with visiting speaker (490 Kidz)
6:30pm Communion with visiting speaker
Monday 9th 10:00am Tea ‘n’ Tots (hall)
2:00pm Garden Team - all welcome
8:00pm - Evening of silent prayer (Church)
10:00pm
Tuesday 10th Prayer room available to book
10:30am 60’s+ Group Quiz (hall)
6:00pm Kidz Life Group (SLH)
Evening Lifegroups
Wednesday 11th 9:30am Prayer meeting (prayer room) - all welcome
Evening Lifegroups
Thursday 12th 9:30am Coffee Break Plus (hall)
10:00am Oasis
8:00pm Media team filming (MCR)
Friday 13th CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
7:30pm Nexus
Saturday 14th 10:00am Scouts Jumble Sale (hall)

Visiting Speaker - Debra Green

Debra Green heads up the ROC (Redeeming our Communities) organisation. ROC brings
together community groups, churches, the police, the fire service, local authorities and
voluntary agencies to encourage them to work together in positive partnerships for
practical change.

Evening of Silent Prayer - an invitation from the Wednesday intercessors

On Monday 9th January, between 8 and 10pm, there will be the opportunity for everyone,
young and old, to meet together in the church to hear from God about the future of

St. Luke's. It will not be a normal prayer meeting and there will be no praying aloud - just
an opportunity to listen and write down what you hear from the Lord. These "thoughts",
pictures, words etc will then be put together as a crafted prayer for all of us to pray.

You may be thinking "well | could do this at home - | don't need to come to the church to
do this." But we believe that there is power in coming together for such a thing and we
believe this is God's will. He gave us some verses of scripture. One was Joel 1 v 14.

"Declare a holy fast: call a scared assembly. Summon the elders and all who live in the
land to the house of the Lord your God, and cry out to the Lord."

So we are asking that you seriously consider spending all or part of that Monday evening
(9th) with others in the church, SILENTLY crying out to the Lord and listening to Him and
to fast for all or part of that day.

Prayer focus this week - Soteria Trust
Please pray for Andy Economides and the Soteria Trust staff in the UK, the 15 staff and
volunteers and all the young people at the Soteria Business School and Prospect School in
Nigeria. Pray for the Trust’s finances and that there will be a great increase in number of
children and young people receiving Sponsorships.
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Diowy and Eventy: 15th - 215t January

Sunday 15th 9:00am Communion
10:30am Kidz-In
6:30pm Celebration

Cleaning rota - week 3

Monday 16th 10:00am Tea ‘n’ Tots (hall)
2:00pm Garden Team - all welcome
7:45pm PCC (church)

Tuesday 17th Prayer room available to book
10:30pm 60’s+ Group (hall)
Evening Lifegroups
Wednesday 18th 9:30am Prayer meeting (Prayer Room) - all welcome
Evening Lifegroups
Thursday 19th 9:30am Coffee Break Plus (hall)

10:00am Oasis - Outing

Friday 20th CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

Prayer focus this week - Crossline
Please pray for the staff at Crossline, Maidstone as they offer counselling on a one to one
basis to individuals or couples during the present challenging times. Pray that all the staff
will receive God’s guidance and exhibit patience, wisdom, empathy, love and trust. Please
pray that the necessary funding is made available.
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Diowy and Eventy: 22nd - 28th Jonuawy

Sunday 22nd

Monday 23rd

Tuesday 24th

Wednesday 25th

Thursday 26th

Friday 27th

Saturday 28th

9:00am
10:30am
6:30pm

10:00am
2:00pm

10:30am

6:00pm
Evening

9:30am
Evening

9:30am
10:00am
7:30pm

9:30am

Cleaning rota - week 4

Morning Prayer
Communion & 490 Kidz Group
Celebration

Tea ‘n’ Tots (hall)
Garden Team - all welcome

60’s+ group (hall)

Prayer room available to book
Kidz Life Group (SLH)
Lifegroups

Prayer meeting (prayer room) all welcome
Lifegroups

Coffee Break Plus (hall)
Oasis (MCR)

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED
Nexus

Fire Safety Training (hall)

Our thanks go to the teams on the cleaning rota. Please contact us at
volunteer@stlukes.org.uk if you would like to join them.

Prayer focus this week - Derek Savage

Derek Savage is a self-supporting evangelist and missionary based in Maidstone. Thank
God for all that he has achieved during 2011. Please pray for his health, that he will have a
clear vision for his work in 2012 and that he will receive energy, joy, perseverance to
speak to all those he meets.
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Diowy and Eventy: 29th Jorwowy - 4th Februowy

Sunday 29th

Monday 30th

Tuesday 31st

Wednesday 1st

Thursday 2nd

Friday 3rd

Healing Rooms

9:00am
10:30am
3:30pm
6:30pm

10:00am
2:00pm

10:30am
Evening

9:30am
Evening

9:30am
10:00am

Cleaning rota - week 5
Communion
Celebration
Baptism of baby Pollero-Payne (Robin)
Healing Rooms

Tea ‘n’ Tots (hall)
Garden Team - all welcome

Prayer room available to book
60’s+ group Communion (hall)
Lifegroups

Prayer meeting (prayer room) all welcome
Lifegroups

Coffee Break Plus (hall)
Oasis (MCR)

CHURCH OFFICE CLOSED

For some years we had run ‘The River’ at St. Luke’s on each 5th Sunday as a time a time
when the worship team would serve the congregation by singing and playing over them;
giving them the chance to ‘soak’ in the presence of God. It came out of the Detling
Summer conference where it became a very popular event with delegates; some would sit,
others lie down, whatever!

At St. Luke’s we had always had a prayer ministry team on hand for those who wanted
specific prayer and at Detling 2010 an additional prayer focus (the opportunity for specific
prayer for healing) was added to the ‘River’ and the event name was changed to ‘Healing
Rooms’. ‘Rooms’ plural because, as well as the ‘soaking’ area where people are invited to
be still with the Lord and listen to Him (familiar from ‘The River’) there was a second area
where those who wanted specific prayer for any kind of healing could receive prayer
ministry focused on that.
We adopted the same name, and a similar approach, in St. Luke’s starting on October

2010.

Regardless of whether or not you want specific prayer for healing, ‘Healing Rooms’ is a
place where you are welcome to rest and allow God to minister to you.”

Prayer focus this week - Bible Society

The Bible Society’s mission is to provide the Word of God to millions of people around the
world in a language they can understand. Please pray for them and that they will have
sufficient resources for their needs. Pray for everyone involved in developing and
launching resources to help churches engage with the Olympic games.
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Eventy ond Notices

www.stlukes.org.uk

We’ve just launched an updated version of the St. Lukes’ website - why not take a look?
For up to the minute news you can also follow us on Facebook or Twitter, see page 12 for
details.

Thank you!
183 Shoeboxes were sent from St. Luke’s to Operation Christmas Child! And £77.84 was
collected for the Poppy Appeal.

Canterbury Cathedral Pass
Canterbury Cathedral has made some changes to the application pass form. If you would
like a new form to apply for a pass (cost £2.00) then contact Anne in the church office.

Promote on Newsreel Thursday 12th January, 8:00pm
From this month the New Media Team will be producing Church News every two weeks
filming in the Miss Coppin Room at 8pm on Thursday 12th and 26th prior to the showing
on the Sunday. If you would like to promote your Church Group (whether it’s for a special
event or just wanting to tell the rest of the church about it) why not pop in and talk to us
or contact Martin Platts via the church office if you have any questions.

The Journeymen - Weekend Away - North Wales April 2012
In April this year, 31 of us stayed at the Christian Mountain Centre near Harlech and we
had a great time there. The location, facilities and opportunities for outdoor activities are
superb, and between us we engaged in canoeing, gorge walking, archery, abseiling and
rock climbing, as well as chatting, walking, and photography and, of course, the
occasional pint. You can see photos from our time there on our Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/pages/The-Journeymen/216510385026254

On the strength of that experience, we have reserved 40 places for Friday 27th to
Monday 30th April 2012. The cost is £130 for full board, assuming participation in CMC
activities. You will need to pay a deposit for £30.00 (cheques payable to St Luke's PCC,
please).

There is a lot of info on the CMC website (www.cmcpensarn.org.uk). If you are aged 18+
and interested in going, please contact me (you don't have to be superman to attend, or
that would rule out most of us!) Rob Taylor via the church office.

Detling 2012 - Lifesong Save money - book by January 14"
Don’t miss out on next year’s celebration, where we’ll be stepping further into God’s
plans for us. We’ll be exploring how God wants to use us to proclaim good news to the
poor and to set the oppressed free. If our lives were compressed into a song, a Lifesong,
would they bring a smile to Him? And joy to us? Don’t forget that early booking fees end
14th January 2012. More information at www.peoplewithoutlimits.org

Outyide St. Luke's

Week of Prayer for Christian Unity Friday 20th January, 2:00pm
All welcome to service taking place at The Salvation Army, Union Street, Maidstone, and
supporting the Blackthorn Trust Charity. Theme: ‘We will all be changed’.

9


http://www.stlukes.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/pages/The-Journeymen/216510385026254
http://www.cmcpensarn.org.uk/

An audience with
JONATHAN VEIRA & Sons

N

I laughed so much that | cried. | cheered
so much my throgt went dry. | applauded
like there was no tomorrow!”

Come and hear this international singer
and great raconteur in his hilarious show

Central Theatre, Chatham
Saturday, 21 January 2012 ry
7.30pm {t

Tickets €18 & £16 for students/OAPs/under 18s
Block bookings 1 ticket in 10 free

www.medwayticketslive.co.uk
Tel. 01634 338338

In aid of The Giraffe Project
Changing lives through education

p PSS .-",-5-
‘““-,M.kdd.h&ip‘
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Financial Informatiov
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Giving by Standing Order

If you give regularly to St. Luke's through the
collections why not consider giving via standing
order. This is often a very convenient way to give
and also enables the PCC to plan more effectively.
Gift Aid declarations and standing order forms are
available in the Church Foyer.

*Gift Aid amounts are claimed quarterly

In November 2011

As a church we collected
£26,060.88* through standing
orders, collections and other gifts.
Our costs were £28,134.81.

Our budget for 2011

The PCC has agreed a budget for
expenditure for 2011 which equates
to £31,770 per month.

Previously

91 Last Month: Income in October
2011 was £26,130 (including
£4,324 estimated for Gift Aid)
against an expenditure of
£28,0109.

9 Last Year: Income in November
2010 was £34,516 (including

Gift Aid) against an expenditure
of £29,373.

1 Averages: Average monthly
income in 2010 was £30,285
(including Gift Aid) against an
average monthly expenditure
(over the full year) of £31,417.

Gift Aid Matters

If you claim Working Tax Credit or
Child Tax Credit the gross amount
of any payments that you make
under Gift Aid can be deducted
from your income - which may
increase your Tax Credit
entitlement.

If you pay higher rate tax, you can
claim the difference between the
higher rate of tax (40 per cent) and
the basic rate of tax (20 per cent)
on the total (gross) value of
payments made under Gift Aid. For
example, if you donate £100, the
total value of your donation is £125
- S0 you can claim back 20 per cent
of this (£25) from HM Revenue and
Customs through your self
assessment tax return.

Actual income in November 2011 was £21,830.88 but a further £4,230 (the amount we
estimate being able to reclaim through Gift Aid) has been included above.
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General Information

Pastoral Care: If you become aware
of pastoral needs within the church
family, please contact Clare or Pat via
the church office.

Barnabas Fund: This fund,
supported by regular contributions
from the Church Council, provides help
to members of St. Luke’s by making

small grants to help with one-off
emergency difficulties. All applications
are considered in the strictest
confidence.

Helpline: A team is available to give
short-term help to members of St.
Luke’s and those who live in the
parish, free of charge, in the event of a
difficult situation. Examples of the
kind of help available include;
shopping, cooking a meal, providing a
lift to hospital and dog walking.
Contact the church office for more
information.

No Smoking: Smoking is not
permitted in any area of St. Luke’s
Church or buildings.

Personal Belongings:
Personal items you bring to St. Luke’s
remain your responsibility; please keep
them with you at all times.

Wanting to get involved?

If you would like to get more involved
in the practical side of life at St. Luke’s
but are not sure how, you can get
more information from the church

office (or volunteer@stlukes.org.uk)

-

® We are proud to

support Fairtrade
Choose products with
this mark.

FAIRTRADE
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Wheelchair Access: Please keep the ramps
at the entrance and the aisles inside the
church clear at all times. This is important to
help and welcome those who use wheelchairs
and pushchairs and, in the event of an
emergency, these areas need to be free for
emergency services.

Toilets: Wheelchair accessible toilets (and
baby-changing facility) are available in the
church foyer.

Audio Hearing Loop:

An audio link is installed within
the area of seating in the main
body of the church. All the seats
to the left-hand side of the central aisle are
covered by our hearing aid induction loop.

Information about Connect:

An online edition of Connect can be found on
our website and large print versions are
available from the stewards on request.

The cut-off date for items is the 15th day of
each month. Notices should be sent to
grapevine@stlukes.org.uk or the church
office. We reserve the right to edit any
submission.

Contact Us:

Church office, St. Luke’s House,
16 St. Luke’s Road, Maidstone,
Kent, ME14 5AW

Phone: 01622 661169
Fax: 01622 663109
Email: admin@stlukes.org.uk

Website: www.stlukes.org.uk
n www.facebook.com/stlukes.org.uk

www.twitter.com/stlukesorguk

Office hours:

Mondays & Tuesdays 11:00am-4:30pm
Wednesday & Thursday 9:00am-4:30pm
Friday CLOSED

Registered Charity No. 1133938
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